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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendment date 06/24/2005 has been received and entered. By the 
amendment, claims 1-15 and 19-33 are now pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 2, it is confusing and unclear the limitation of "spacing part" and "a 
spacing part" in claim 1 are the same element. It is assumed, for the purposes of the 
examination, that such "spacing part" in claim 2 would be the same as in the based claim 1. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-4,6-10, 13-15, 19, 21, 23-26 and 31-33 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Iwamoto et al., US Patent No. 5,046,826. 

The above claims are anticipated by Iwamoto et al. figures 1 and 7 which disclose a 
liquid crystal display (LCD) apparatus (figure 1) comprising: 
. an LCD panel (6); 
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. a first space (left area) receiving a first lamp assembly (101-1 and lamp reflector 103-1 
on left side) disposed adjacent to the first guide plate (108 on left side); 

. a second space (right area) receiving a second lamp assembly (101-1 and lamp reflector 
103-1 on right side) disposed adjacent to the second guide plate (108 on right side); 

. a spacing part (107-2) therebetween; 

. reflector/auxiliary reflector 103-1, a diffuser 104 having a convexo-concave pattern (see 
figure 7); 

. a mold frame (107) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-2, 6-7, 10, 13-15, 19, 21, 24-25 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as 
being unpatentable over Hashimoto et al., US Patent No. 5,956,107. 

Regarding the above claims, Hashimoto et al. disclose a liquid crystal display (LCD) 
apparatus (200) (figure 2) comprising: 
. an LCD panel (4); 
.. a backlight assembly (5-8) 

. a first lamp assembly (3) next to a first guide plate (la); 

. a second lamp assembly (8) next to a second guide plate (9) 

. a spacing part (e.g., a shading slit film 5) disposed between two lamp assemblies; 
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Although Hashimoto et al. do not disclose a mold frame (including front and rear 
frames), it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to employ a mold frame for the Hashimoto et al display since it is a common practice in 
the art for supporting all. optical element as well as securing them in a display device. 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwamoto et al., US 
Patent No. 5,046,826. 

Regarding claim 5, Iwamoto et al. disclose the claimed invention as described above 
except for a blocking protrusion. One of ordinary skill in the art would have realized the desire 
to form a blocking protrusion to block a reflector in a fixed position. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made employ a blocking 
protrusion in the Iwamoto et al. auxiliary reflector in order to avoid a movable auxiliary-reflector 
by blocking the auxiliary reflector in a fixed position. 

8. Claims 1 1-12 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hashimoto et al., US Patent No. 5,956,107 and/or Iwamoto et al., US Patent No. 5,046,826, in 
view of Applicant's admitted prior art (APA), figure 1 . 

Regarding claims 11-12, Hashimoto et al. and/or Iwamoto et al. disclose the claimed 
invention as described above except for a front frame, a rear frame as well as a printer circuit 
board (PCB) and a flexible printer circuit (FPC). APA, figure does disclose a front frame (126), 
a rear frame (125) and PCB/FPC (150/140) can be formed in a display device (100). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
employ front and rear frames and PCB/FPC in the Hashimoto et al. and/or Iwamoto et al. device. 
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since it is a common practice in the art for supporting a light guiding plate as well as driving the 
display through PCB/FPC. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 20, 22 and 27-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 06/24/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant contends that both Hashimoto et al. and Iwamoto et al. fail to disclose or teach 
the element of "a spacing part disposed between the first and second lamp assemblies". The 
Exaniiner respectfiilly disagrees with the Applicant's viewpoint since the same is true of the 
Hashimoto et al. and Iwamoto et al. spacing part. In particular, Hashimoto et al. do disclose the 
spacing part (5) disposing between the first lamp assembly (3) and the second lamp assembly (8) 
as well as Iwamoto et al. disclose the spacing part (107-2) disposing between the first lamp 
assembly (left 101-1/103-1) and the second lamp assembly (right 101-1/103-1) as stated above. 

Since Hashimoto et al and Iwamoto et al. do disclose such feature of "a spacing part 
disposed between the first and second lamp assemblies", the obviousness rejection would be 
proper. 

Accordingly, the rejection of claims 1-15, 19, 21, 23-26 and 29-33 stand 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2297. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 571-272-2293. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Dung Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2871 



